Estimating parameters of the family-size distribution in ascertainment sampling schemes: numerical results.
It is argued that, in any ascertainment sampling scheme using data from families of various sizes, there is never any need to assume a particular form for the (unknown) family-size distribution. There exists a simple conditional method, making no assumptions about the family-size distribution, that is always preferable to the assumption of any particular distributional form. Furthermore, the simplicity of the conditional method gives insights into properties of estimates of genetic and ascertainment parameters, which are not available when a particular form for the family-size distribution is assumed.